[Laryngeal schwannoma treated with CO2 laser].
Neurinoma is a benign capsulate tumor originating from the Schwann cells of all nerve fibers outside the central nervous system, the sole exception being the optic and olfactory nerves. These tumors favor the head and neck district but rarely affect the larynx. This work presents the case of a 73-year-old woman treated in the emergency room for an episode of acute dispnea. The patient's case history indicated that for more than 10 years she had the sensation of a foreign body in the hypopharynx and stomatolalia. Direct hypopharyngo-laryngoscopy with a flexible fiberoptic showed a rounded submucosa neoformation 3.5 cm in diameter at the level of the left aryepiglottic fold, blocking the opening of the laryngeal vestibule. Laryngeal motility was perfectly preserved. The decision was made for prompt exeresis of the neoformation under direct microlaryngoscopy with a CO2 laser. Post-operative follow-up showed that all laryngeal functions were preserved. Three months later, the patient was still symptom-free and direct examination of the larynx showed no signs of recurrence. Histological diagnosis indicated a laryngeal schwannoma. Surgical removal is the treatment of choice and can be performed by endoscopy or through an external approach depending on the site and size of the tumor. Different external approaches have been described such as the median thyrofissure, lateral pharyngotomy and lateral thyrofissure. In the present case, although the neoformation was quite large, the decision was made to perform an endoscopy resection with CO2 laser, without resorting to a tracheotomy, reducing post-operative recovery to a minimum and preserving all laryngeal functions.